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WHO definition of child abuse 1999

Child abuse or maltreatment constitutes all
forms of physical and/or emotional ill-
treatment, sexual abuse, neglect or negligent
treatment or commercial or other
exploitation, resulting in actual or potential
harm to the child’s health, survival,
development or dignity in the context of a
relationship of responsibility, trust or power.



Universal Declaration of Human Rights 10.12.
48

o Article 5

No one shall be subject to torture or to
cruel behaviour, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment.

+ Article 16.

The family is the natural and
fundamental group unit of society and
is entitled to protection by society and
the state.




United Nations Convention on the rights of the
child 1989

 Article 19.

* Every child should
be protected from
neglect and
abuse.



Life-threatening child abuse

* In most countries there are minimal
resources, legislation or procedures for child
protection



WHO recommendations

Worldwide data collection on abuse
Sharing of interventions
Sharing of best practices for prevention

Development of national programmes of social
support for the child and family



Working together

» Better systems for the protection of children
need to be developed in all countries.

» They should address prevention, recognition,
and after care.

* We all need to work with families, social
workers, teachers, health workers, religious
organisations and voluntary agencies to help
and keep families together and children safe.



Street children without homes: a
growing urban tragedy

Many millions world-wide

Aged 7-15 years

Live/sleep without homes wherever shelter
Scavenge/steal/beg/work/drugs/prostitution
Many outcast from families where abused

Particularly C S America, E Europe, Africa,
Indian Subcontinent







Street children

e “They think every child who lives or makes a
living in the streets is a bad child”

o “I wish that our community and government
would love us and guide us and not be ashamed of
us” [street children in the Philippines/

e “I have been a street girl since my father made a
‘woman’ of me. I carry on in the world but I am
really dead” (17-year-old girl).






Suggested new classification

Abuse

premeditated ill treatment ,undertaken for gain.

Active lll treatment

Impulsively undertaken due to socio-economic pressures
Universal mild ill treatment

less than optimal behaviour undertaken by normal caring
parents

Neglect
unintentional failure to supply the child's needs.



New Classification of Abuse
Abuse (severe)

active 1ll treatment
mild 1l treatment

neglect
ﬁ
Personal Societal

responsibility and cultural



Abuse undertaken for gain

Most serious involving great suffering

Perpetrator usually suffering psychopathic
personality disorder

Immune/insensitive to suffering of others
May enjoy inflicting emotional or physical
pain

Are NOT mentally il







Abuse undertaken for gain

Aware that what they are doing Is wrong

Aim to avoid detection by elaborate and
plausible lies

Characteristically weave objects of truth
Into a latticework of deceit

“Working together” with such parents does
not work




Abuse for gain — Perpetrators

Are gaining somehow

Are Insensitive to suffering

Need to dominate and control
Place own needs first

Are aware of their actions

Deceive, manipulate and intimidate
Are plausible

Come from all walks of life



Abuse undertaken for gain

 Kind of abuse includes

— deliberate burns eg cigarettes or multiple
fractures

— ritual punishments (eg regular and savage
beatings usually with implements)

— deliberate starvation as distinct from neglect as
In fabrication/inducement of illness

— sexual abuse/exploitation
— armed conflict




Abuse undertaken for gain

 Kind of abuse includes

— sexual abuse/exploitation




2002 FBI Report

Child Pornography Website Gateway
Subscriptions from 75,000 people in 61 Countries.

the FBI has given details of 7,272 UK men who
subscribed to the websites by credit card.

13/01/03, 1,300 people in the UK arrested so far.

Teachers, care workers, social workers, soldiers,
doctors, plus 50 police officers.

28 London children taken in to care
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Sexual abuse by Roman Cath-
olic priests in the United States
IS even more common than
was initially believed, accord-
Ingto a new investigation.

At least 1,200 priests are
believed to have been involved
in abuse, which took place in
almost every diocese in the
country,

More than 4,000 children
have been victims of abuse by
priests that stretches back to
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the 1930s, according to the
survey carried out by the New
York Times and published this
weekend.

About 80% of the victims
were male and 1.8% of all
priests ordained in the last 50
years have been accused of
committing abuse.,

“This has been going on for
decades, probably centuries.”
said Richard O'Connor. a for-
mer Dominican priest who
said he was raped by three
priests in New York in 1940
when he was 10. “It’s just that
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all of a sudden they got
caught.”

Mr O'Connor, who assisted in
the investigation, said that he
was one of 10 boys attacked in
a South Bronx parish, but the
parents of the victims were un-
willing to confront the priests
out of respect for the church.
“In the 1940s and 1950s. when
you were talking to a priest, it
was like you were talking to
Jesus Christ himself” he said.

The survey found that much
of the sexual abuse began in the
1960s and 1970s when there

arbin, north-east China, Bot
Frederic J Brown/EPA

were major cultural changes
inside and outside the church.

Priests were encouraged to
mix with parishioners, and
Junior priests — many of them
uncertain about their own sex-

uality — were given the job of

working with children.

At the same time many
priests, who were uncomfort-
able with the Vatican's posi-
tion on celibacy, quit, leaving
a disproportionate number of
maladjusted colleagues,

The church also believed
that sexual activities WEre con-
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fessional rather than eriminal
matters, so allegations of
abuse were never brought to
the attention of the police.

The inquiry found tha while
priests took a vow of celibacy
not to have sex with women.
they were not taught that sex
with boys was a breach of this
vow, merely that it
unchaste and sinful.

Of those accused of abuse,
43% were accused of molesting
children aged 12 and yvounger.
Half faced more than one alleg-
ation of abuse.
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Vatican told
bishops to
cover up
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Expulsion threat in secr t documen

He said: “These instruct
went out to every bis
around the globe and w

ligd)

tryAnlnnyEmt

Public A

THE VATIC

Nathalie bishops

world to cover up o

ual abuse or [

thrown out of the Church
The Observe

wold confic

can archive W awyers
are calling & ‘blueprint for
deception and concealmer 2

racting for

Pope John XXITT, whose seal
was on the 69-page document.

B
{nternational C
X ch to hush up s
g, It 18 a dev
attempt conceal crit’
conduct and is a bluepri
deception and concealmy
B er Ric|

abus

the UK, echoes this view
has described the docu
= i

This problem occurs in
all sections of society,

those in power have a

vested interest in not

letting investigators
near



Abuse for gain: Management

* Primary focus is child protection



Abuse for gain: Management

Working Together with parents only when safe
to do so

Need teams better able to deal with violence,

Intimidation, deception
Need forensic approach

Is the priority for funding in child protection



Abuse undertaken for gain

o Effective systems and procedures funded to
protect children must be available within
the legislation of the country concerned

 Child protection division of the police
should probably be lead agency not
social/welfare services




Why police not social services?

 Perpetrators are dangerous and appropriately
frighten local social workers, health visitors,
doctors and teachers who need to be involved
BUT ALSO protected

 Perpetrators are experts at deception and
personnel from police should be trained and
nave systems to recognise this

» Police officers are more willing to accept the
degree of depravity involved




Special Interagency Task Force for
Criminal Abuse

Referrals from social service
strategy meetings

Expertise from
— Police
— Social services
— Health
— Education
—Psychology
— Law



[l treatment resulting from stress

* Involves excessive violence, physical or
mental
« Unhappy, depressed, dependant on drugs or

alcohol, unsupported, inadequately parented
In their own childhood

o After ill treatment parent distressed. They
do love and care for their child




[l treatment resulting from stress

» Need professional support not punitive
legislation

 Appropriately led by Local Social
Services/\Welfare Departments




1l treatment from human
weakness

« Ranges from smacks to derogatory remarks

 Best addressed through education, religious
or other community Initiatives

» May be a major problem for a vulnerable
child




NEGLECT
Occurs In all 3 categories

e Includes unethlcal M
Inequalities In
healthcare



NEGLECT

* Includes inappropriate |
procedures in hospitals|







NEGLECT

A common cause of
failure to thrive /severe
malnutrition

Neglect by society




Future generations

« Qut of 224 boys referred to
the sexual abuse clinic at
GOS between 1980 and
1992

* 12% became known sexual
abusers when adult. They
had been more likely to be
cruel to animals

Lancet 2003 361 471-6



The stakes are high. It is not just the health
and well-being of children as they grow up
Into adults but more than this, the future of
the society which the children will construct
out of their childhood experiences.

(Hobbs, Hanks & Wynne, 1993)
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